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Wish you were here: Angkor Wat
CNNGo reader Julienne Raboca experiences adventure and religious understanding in Cambodia with six of her friends

By Julienne Raboca 10 August, 2010

The picture was taken during my semestral break during my last year of university (October 30, 2009) in Angkor Wat, Siem Reap, Cambodia. I
and six of my friends wanted to go around our neighboring countries in Southeast Asia. We thought that as Southeast Asians (Filipinos)
ourselves, we had never set foot on our own sister nations, and decided to take a trip around Vietnam, Cambodia, and Thailand. 

I arrived at Siem Reap by way of boat (up the Mekong River) from Phnom Penh, Cambodia's capital. It took around six to eight hours. We had to
take a tuktuk from the dock to our hostel, and from the hostel you can take a 15-30 minute tuktuk ride to the main temples of Angkor Wat.

The trip was so significant for so many reasons. We felt like we are so alienated from our own neighbors because of (over)exposure to Western
culture. That includes religion. The seven of us, all raised Catholic due to Spanish colonization, learned to appreciate Buddhism and Hinduism
especially because of our visit to Angkor Wat. We were educated on the belief systems of our fellow Southeast Asians, and while we were
realizing how different we are, we were also surprised to discover how much we have in common. 

The picture on the other hand, I feel, exhibits the spirit of "adventurism" the group had throughout the trip. We felt so young and spirited, and
ready to take on the world with what skills we had, that the Mortal Kombat pose expresses the dynamic of it. 

About the author: Julienne Raboca, or Yeni, is a fresh graduate from her home city Manila. She is still at a crossroads in her life, so it
might not be advisable to peg an occupation on her at this point. Otherwise, she finished business communications as her undergrad,
and is a voracious reader, traveler, fashion follower, and history fanatic. She has tried her hand at debating, newscasting, writing,
DJ-ing and possibly lawyer-ing in the future. Who knows?

Follow here on Twitter: http://twitter.com/yeniraboca (http://twitter.com/yeniraboca) .

Julienne submitted this piece as part of CNNGo’s CityPulse section. To find out what other stories we are looking for, go to our
CityPulse page (http://www.cnngo.com/write_for_us) .
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What do you think?
Leave a comment or submit a review. You have to be logged in to comment.
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CNNGo Comment Policy: CNN encourages you to add a comment to this discussion. You may not post any unlawful, threatening, defamatory, obscene, pornographic or other
material that would violate the law. All comments should be relevant to the topic and remain respectful of other authors and commenters. You are solely responsible for your
own comments, the consequences of posting those comments, and the consequences of any reliance by you on the comments of others. By submitting your comment, you
hereby give CNN the right, but not the obligation, to post, air, edit, exhibit, telecast, cablecast, webcast, re-use, publish, reproduce, use, license, print, distribute or otherwise
use your comment(s) and accompanying personal identifying and other information you provide via all forms of media now known or hereafter devised, worldwide, in
perpetuity. CNNGo Privacy Statement (/privacy) .

Comments are moderated by CNNGo, in accordance with the CNNGo Comment Policy above, and may not appear on this blog until they have been reviewed and deemed
appropriate for posting. Also, due to the volume of comments we receive, not all comments will be posted.
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